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no such law rightfully exists. To this might be replied : Be-
cause the parties are irreligious; or because such solemniza-
tion would be a mere mockery to persons who profess no
religion; and no rabbi will abuse the authority vested in him
to perform the task of a lower magistrate; no rabbi has a
right to act the part of an ordinary stage actor—to go through
a performance and pronounce formulas and benedictions to
parties who believe in neither, and can not consider them-
selves benefited by either, as the next justice of the peace
can declare them man and wife without any performance or
benediction.
i: If the rabbi believes, as he ought to, that matrimony is a
sacred institution, sanctified by the law of the covenant, by
the expressed will of the Maker of man, in whose name and
"by the authority of whose revealed law he unites the couple
before him in the holy covenant of matrimony, and invokes
upon them God's blessing; he will not make a comedian of
himself to do and say all that for persons who do not believe
a word about it. If any one does not believe in the Living
Clod of Israel and the Sinaic revelation, he has no reason
whatever to believe in the sanctity of the marriage compact
as being instituted by the law of God, and consequently has
no cause to be married by a rabbi, who acts by that authority
only. This is certainly higher ground, which it might be dif-
ficult to controvert." f1)
S.  LEVIRATK AND CHALITZA.
<Z.   BIBLICAL   AND   TALMUDICAL   PRECEPT.
§22.
The widow whose husband had died childless, leaving,
however, a brother, is not permitted to marry a stranger,
unless the surviving brother declares that lie is not wil-
0) The lecture concludes with the suggestion that the question of
intermarriage shall be decided, in connection with the proselyte ques-
tion, by a Jewish Synod.

